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POLES LEVELLED,
WIRES TANGLED,
HIEAPS OF TROUBLE
ALL AROUND!

It Was a Prize Winner in the Dis-
comfort: Working Line, Was
Yesterday'’s Howling Storm,
Only Equalled by THE
Blizzard of 1888.

DID YOU EVER SEE
SUCH AWFUL STREETS?

Well, Hardly — Not Even at Beattie's
Worst Were the Thoroughfares of
This Much Uncleaned Metropolis
$0 Blocked with Snow and
Streaming with Slush.

AND THE HAVOC
AMONG THE WIRES!

It Was Something Unprecedented in Lo-
cal History, Live Wires Lying Around
Loose in the Streets and Dangling
Within Reach Everywhere.

SEVERAL HORSES SHOCKED
T0 DEATH,

The Only Wonder Is That No Human
Suffered a Like Fate—
Giant Telegraph Poles Were Blown
Down by the Dozen, Trains De-

Beings

layed on Every Line Connecting
with the City and All the Mails
Were Hours Lata—@_fgat__ Danger
from Fire, as the Alarm “System
Was Completely Knocked QOut—
Mayor Grant Orders All Electric
Light Currents Cut Off, and the
City Was in Darkness Last Night—
Newark Has a Lively Experience
and the Suburbs in General Suffer
with the City.

One of the most disastrous storms of recent
years moved along the Atlantio seaboard from
the Gulf States on Saturday and spent its fury
upon this city and vicipity yesterday morning,
beginning shortly after midnight.

The origin and track of the storm wers duly
indicated by the HErALD'S weather forecasis
of yesterdny os follows i—

The Louisiana storm, which thesa forscasts yes-
terday stated would probably move toward the
Carolina oossts and become energetic, is now cen-
tral near vape Hatteras, attended by strong winds
on the consta. It is likely to incroass still further
in energy and to move northeast to-day, oausing
gsvers eoniherly pales on the Gulf Stream and
eanterly galex on the ooasts from the Delawsre
Capes northward to Eastpors, Me.

The firat intimation of the approaching storm
came on Saturday eveniug, a few minutes slter
eleven o'clock. The wind bLlowing from the
southeast came in fitful gusts. * Looks like
tain,” was the genernl comment of the surging
crowds that wourad out of the theatres at this
hour and burried to the shelter of their homes.

PRECEDED BY RAIN,

Then came a steady downpour of rain, which
Insted but & few mmiputes and then turned into
au icy sleet,

The wind had increased in foree, meanwhile,
and it soon began to howl and moan over the
Lousetops, ever inerensing in intensity, until it
roared around the tall buildings and through
the streats like a tornedo.

The meroury had fallen and the sleet began
to soften into snow.

A wet, sticky, sloppy enow that came down

. in great flakes, dashing into people’s faces with
blinding force, covering the telegraph wires
with a heavy coating, nnd everywhere piling up
its ioy weiglt as o forerunner of the genoral
trouble which wos to follow in its wake.

It was norv loug before the effecta of the storm
of snow and sleet began to make themselres
appalent,

WIBES BEGIN TO BNAP,

Here and there a wire, bending under the
great weight of its ioy coating, would snap snd
dangle into the street below,

The street cars were alwost unrecognizable
from tho wnss of snow and ice whiclh ncenmu-
lated abiout them, making them appear as if
they had just weathered some fierve Dakota
bligzard.

The elevated trains were similarly coated,
and as the wind continued to rodr down the
streets and great bauks of snow began to pile
up everywhere fears were cutertaived of no-
other blizgard similar to il not worse that the
disastrous storm of Mareh, 1888,

Iu many respeots Saturday night's storm was
far worse ju its disastrous effects than THE
wemorable blizsard.

It wns o general war of the elements upon
telegraph poles and wires. Unable longer to
benr the beavy strain thus put upon them pole
after pole, in every seotion of the eity, with
their thousands of telegraph, telephone, elestre
light and Fire Departinent wires, came crashing

‘1o the ground.

Wires, large and small, snapped asunder and
waved about in funtastio contortions.

In inexpressible confusion the wires of the
different companies orossed and recrossed one
unother, forming gigantic snarls and tangles
that it wil' tuke weeks of burd work to unravel.

DARENESS REIGNS,

With the folling of the wires durkness and
confuston fell upon the eity, as the electric
lights went out and the fire alarms and police
citlls falled to respond to their resprotive sigunls,

It was n pight when tlivivos and thngs nnd in-
séndinries had, did they but known it, the en-
iire eity almont as their mercy.

it was a pight of innumerable accidents pud

: o)

mishups, of delays and disappointments, and
the advent of duy, a= the storin eased up, re-
veuled such s widcspread scene of desolation
and destruction ns never before was witnessed
in this metropolis.

Miles upon miles of telegraph poles lay prone,
tens of thousands of strauds of wire lay snarled
-across thoronghfares or wrapped around lamp
posts, the corners of buildings, front stoops and
over roof tops; rivers of slush aad slop gushed
down the walks and gutters, sizeet car track
after streot car track was blocked by snow in
heaps likke mininture mountains and the whole
face of the great city wos covered with the
sticky, spongy blanket of white, overlaying,
nnkle deep where it was not knes decp, the
vast ocean of snow water.

To establish any degree of [continuity in
chronicling the grent chapter of accidents due
to the storm is impossible. But the firat thing
to excite genernl comment was the fearfully
wretched condition in which the storm put the

streete.
BEATTIE OUT-BEATTIED,

Anything worse in the underfoot line than
the universal slush of the early morning is be-
yond imagiuing.

Then, too, there was the conatant drip, drip
everywhere from overhead—from the elevated
railrond structures; from cornices, from awning
voles, trees, from telegraph poles, and, here,
there aud everywhery, ingreat splashes and
spats and gobs, Jike ten million million minute
sponges sonked in ice cold slush, an intermit-
tent shower from the countless swayiog tele-
graph, telephone and other electric wires.

The general course of the storm, as the
Hiparp predioted, seems to have confined it-
self 1o a parrow track ulong the Atlantic sea-
board, from Florida to Maine.

Throughout this entire distriot the telegraph
wires are down in every direction.

As this eity loy right in the frack of the
storm it was, paturally, the heaviest sufferer
thereby. In fact, the storm left this metropolis,
in nddition to the general confusion regarding
its own wires, almost entirely out off by wire
from all parts of the conntry.

HNAILROADS BLOCKED.

All the overhead telepbone, police, fire and
electric wires in the city sre rendered practi-
onlly useless. From an early bour yesterdoy
morning Do reports wers received at Police
Heudquarters excent by special messengers.

Together with the general wreeking of the
telegraphic systems inside and outside the city
came a widespread interruption of railrond
traffie, the train despatehing departments of
nearly all tlie roads being impossible of opora-
tiom.

ANOTHER XIGHT OF DARKMESS,

And, as & particularly gruesome climax to
tlns chapter of tempestuons misery, a night of
black, inky, groping darkunces fell upon the me-
tropolis agnin last night—not an eleotrio strect
lamp in the length and breadtha of the city
throwing out & spark to light the timorous pe-
destrian on his way.

This Egyptian visitation eame about from
the precaution wisely suggested by Superin-
t.gnge_nj: J. BElliott Smith, of the fire slarm eys-
{em, to Mayor Grant early in tho day that
all eleotrie light curreuts shiould be shut off to
prevent danger to life from contmet with the
numberless wives lying around loose in the
streeta or dnngling within easy reaoh,

Mayor Grant promptly notifisd Acting Super-
intendent Byrnes, Byrncs notified the varions
electric companies, and the result was universal
blackness in the oity last night.

DOWN GO THE POLES,

DOZENS OF THEM CARNYING HUNDREDS OF
WIEES LEVELLED ON THFR WEBT BIDE.

The havoe among the poles and wires along West
Fnd avenue, fromm Boventisth street to Ninetieth
streat, was vory great, This thoroughfsre is
almost entirely exposed within these limits to the
full awesp of & northwest gale. The altituds of
ibe avenus, being nearly eighty feet above the
Hudson River Hailway tracks, aind the faot that it
is the westernmost of the pity's streets, with the
ezooption of Riverside Drive, nfflorded peculiar ad-
vantages to the work of the storm.

The terrifie force exertod by the wind sgalnst the
beavy, soft anow was illustrated hare in perhaps a
more remarkable manper than in any other part
of the elty, for it was within s mounth that the
Western Union company planted an entivsly new
st of poles along this thoroughfare.

They were all monsters, too, averaging oinety
feet in height and three feet In diameter at the
base. They were of ash and as stralght as arrows.
They had crosstrees for o hundred and Gfty wires,
and up to yesterday, notwithstanding the recent
sevare dtorms of wind and snow, they hald their
places without a break.

BUILDINGS DAMAGED,

The loe formed an inch and a half thick upon
ihe wires on thess poles. Heveral of the blg polas
were snapped off sliort and the others berne over
againet the buildings to the east;

One tall pole in the middle of the block batween
Beventioth and Beventy-tirst streets fell upon the
oornios of the house in fromt of which tha pole
stood, tha wires hanging down to the sidewalk and
coiling themuolves bensnth the snow. Tho cross-
treoz of the pols wore still above the roof of the
house. The inmates were kept in fear lest another
gule should wrench the protéily decorsted gable
from the dwelling.

At Beventy-firet strest and West End avonue the
pols which bad béen placed there, despite the
protests of the owner of the property, was broken
gix feet from the ground and restad with its full
weight upon the Van Norman Institute for Young
Lagiss on the sontheast corner.

The welght of the grent sper bad seriously
twisted therom cormice of the building avd dis-
lodged sxoma of she brick work,

The young ladies who are boarders in the sohool
were eating their breakfast when the crash came
and thoey wers much alarmed. The shook to the
briflding was severs anouygh 10 shake orsaments off
some ofythe mantels.

The welght of the wires kept the pole in this
position notwithstandiog the efforts of policemen
sud firamen to dislodge it. Wires hung down over
the windows,

Thore wes considerable fear lest s pole which
had tallen against an unfinished bullding near the
southenst corner of Soventy-second streat and
YWenst BEud avenue ghould apring the walls, The
pole acted as & sort of laver in ite position, soms of
1the crosairecs being wedged agnlnst the window
caklugs. As the gale continued the western wall of
the house shook and it is feared that it has cracked.
Shonld this be the oase tho damage inflicted by the
poles will be inercased by about £5,000, for tne
house s o coetly one.

CHUSCHES WITHOUT ALTAR LIGHTS

Mayor Grant looking from his bay windows in
West Seventy-third #treet could sppreciate the
evils of dverhend wilres, for the end of the street
at Woat End avenus was s perfoct natwork of fallen
wires.

Thers wro s number of echurohes in this neighbor-
hood, most of them depending npon electricity for
illnmination. They got no brillinucy at the altar
yoaterday morning.

At Boventy-third street and Tenth avenue a mon-
ster pole, bearing 180 wires and elghty feot high,
wns blown across the car tracks, drageing its
myrind wires with it, rippiog up balustrades of
housps and making traftic on the avenue imprae-
tieable,

Hore as elsewhers the firamen who eame to out
the lines with axes carefully wound the stray ends
around the riatings of iron fences and lampposts,
Unaware, spparently, that should a live slectric
llhihl wire be among the others it meani death to
them.

In Beventy-first atrest, between the Boulevard
and Columbus avenue, and directly in front of the
Romnan Catholic Church thers, three fifty-foot
poles, bearing forty wires, bad fallen across the
wagon way and complety bloockea il. They re-
mpined there, no person caring to take the risk of
eutting the lines.

The wires which wers strung wmcross tho house
tops in this loeality were torn and flung in every
direction. Many of them along Columbus svenus
hung down I.[lspun the plavated raiiroad strueture
and remained this way until lute in the day, slash-
ipg aguinst the windows of evary elevated train
and in some insiances oausing blockadss owing to
tho apparent danger of getting the wires wound
upen the motor whoeels,

ROUS£VELY HOSPITAL HOLDSE UP A POLE.

A lino of sighty foot poles extends through Fifty-

ninth street, froin Sixth Avenue to the North River.

They hold un average of 120 wires ench, The gale

lavellad them rapidly. The wirest is nearly de-
voted to fat houses, and when the poles cama
down the wires formed a very effective barricade
10 Ingross or egress, .

A g‘g-rneer at ehso. =90 Weat Fifty-ninth street tried
to break a wire which had entangled itself mhout
the brans handls of his store door, and received a
shoek that knocksd bim down and scarsd him into
brief insensibility.

Several wrecked poles botwaen Ninth and Elghth
avanues sent their oross'trses crashing into the
windows of the fiat houses,

As late ss half-past seven A. M. a polaninsty feot
tall and two and a half feet in diametar at its bass
was broken off short at the sidewalk, snd hurlad,
with its load of 150 wires, agsinst the front poris
cochers of the Roosevelt Hospital. The shock was
80 groat a5 to startls the doctors from sleep and
to alarm many patients. The wood broke s plecs
of hrown stoné out of the gable of the hospital
entrunce. The pols remained in its position all
day, and parishioners of the Church of St Paul,
opposite, formed & crowd betwoen ssrvices lovking
(1%

AN ELEVATED STATION DAMAGED,

Two other poles, on the south side of Fifty-ninth
street, near Ninth avanue, where the Hoossvalt
Hoapital's new $250,000 operating thearra s build-
ing, tore down in falling the high fonce which had
beon built i8 & screcn abont ths sxeavations, and
lay partly within the cellars of the new foundations.

Abouni fifty fest to the east of these a very tall

le laden with some heavy cables was broken off
about three feet from ita base and wius hurled with
a orash against the sonthwostarn stalrway to the
L' rond stofion at Ninth avenus. Tho heavy poles
broke through the iron roof, twisted the railing
and made the stalrway so insectra that a guard
wae stationed at Its foot cantioning pedestrians to
talra tho opposite flight of steps.

A pole atthe northeast corner of Tenth avenus
and Fifty-ninth street tipped over so far that it was
feared 1t would smash into the windows ot the
Collego of Physiclans and Surgedns. It remained
in its dangeroun position throughout the day.

A MAYE OF WIRES IN FORIIETH STERET,

The gale continued ita destruetion down Baventh
avenue, wrecking poles, Lreaking windows and
scattering wires in all directions.

Ome of the elactric light wires rested scross the
Broadway car tracks, sod for pedrly one hundred
feet sparks appeared in the jolnts of tha rails,

In Thirty-ninth streef, between Baventih and
Eighth avenues, every telegraph pole had gons
down.

HSevon of them were stratched neross the street,
rendering rbe passage of vehicles impossible. The
hiﬁ polus hind been snapved off close to the ground.

etwoon Iighth and Ninth avennes, in Thirty-
ninth wtreet, most of the poles were standing,
but none was upright,

Near Thirty-ninth street and Bevemth avennes,
closa to the Motropolitan Opera House, one of the
big elugtric light poles bhad toppled over and
knocked down a street lamp,

At Forty-eighth streetand Seventh avenue » huge
pole—one of those that carriss a ‘‘spread" of
wires—had fallen right ncross ths Central Market,
a one story building. Most of the wires had
parted snd formed a big snarl on the sidewalk.

-—

WIRES CHOKE THE TUNNEL.

POLES TELL HEBE AYD THERE IN HABLEM AND
ON THE EAST BIDE, DOING DAMAGH.

The Poughkoepsis local train, which left thes
Grand Central Depot at 9:15 A, M, had just arrived
at the 110th streat statiom when the polea top-
pled over and the crash of their falling was
heard by General Manager C. H. Platt, who was in
his office at the downtown side of the rond st 125th
strost;, Gensral Manager Platt guiekly ordered
dauger sigoals displayed and the dut bound looal
to be beld ot 110th street, which was done,

The poles wores thirty-fiva or.forty feel in height
and bore abont one hundrad sund Gfty wires.

The firat one to fall was the one direotly oppo-
site No. 1,800 Park avenue, The pols swayed only
for an iustant, and then giving way fall outwardly
and disgonally seross the avenus, with the upper
fiftsan feet diraetly over the railrond tracks, Down
it came with a ernsh upon ths iron railing,
which gave way also until it reanhed the wall of
stone, when, with ancther crash, the arms full of
wires snapped off and fell on the sunken track. In
quick succession, under the strain, the next six
poles fell in ditectly the same position, the tungled
wira ourling sbonut, n barrier fo all traffic.

Genernl Manager Platt telegraphed to Eighty-
gixth street, where he Lknsw a gang of workmen
were at work, aod in & short time engine No, 630
came up with a force of twelve wen squipped with
axes. In half an hour the rond was clear,

After the train had passed by tho laborers, who,
by tho by, had been working all night, were sst to

work breaking up the poles and disentangling and
removing the wires, This work consumed nearly
two hours.  In all probability the wires had actu-
ally hield the polesin position, probably for months
paat. Tho poles wera probably a footin dinmeter
st the bage, and the wood erumbled eaxlly betwedn
the fingars.
THREATESTD DANCEDN,

The storm likewiso piayed bavoe with the top of
n telegraph pole standing on the southwest corner
of Third avenue and 125th street, whioh rises some
thirty-filve reet and around which s tault the roof
over the plutform of the L' atation. The pole
eontained ffty wirea, The upper end of the pole
waus broken short off, but was kept from falling on
to the sldewalk by the wires which held {t in posi-
tion, Poople compellsd to pass that way gave them
a wide barth,

¥rom Fivst street, up First avenue aa far as
Thirty-fourth etreet, not & poln was down yeater-
day sfternoon, Heve and there a wire or two had
dropped from the cross pleces, but the lofty poiss,
soiue of which are seveniy-five feot lu height, still
stood proudly erect,

On Lourtesnth atroet, howsver, betwesn avenue
D ond avenne A, thero ars nine poles 1ying i the
street, many of them broken off neat thelr brse.

Betwaen avenue A and First avenue thers are a
lov mure poles lying about in all givections, and
one near Chird aveuus was in such a shaky condl-
tion Jast night that ured lantern was faslened to it
to warn people of the danger.

A large trée Infront of No, 210 East Broadway
was blown down st six A, M., ¢arrying away & mnze
of telegraph wires and orasbing into the street with
a roar that brought the dwellers on that streat to
Elmlir doors, thinking that some building had tums

&4,

Ay Thirteenth streetand Fourth svenuea large
pole londed with sledtrio light and telegiaph wires
fell to the ground with a grand erasli. The aloctrio
light wires spit torth blue Hames and sputtersd
viciously, A patrol of firemen was kent to the
plage Lo wurn passers-by of thelr danger and tu
guard agninst the possibility of a tre,

A MAZE OF TANGLED WIRES.

Along the line of Sixth avenue thers are no poles,
but thers are thousands of wires carried over tha
tops of houses and atwachad to wooden frames
known as “roof fixtures.' Thess sre nlmost
without excoption wrecked and bong over the
cornlees nnd against bulldings.

A tnngled mass of broken and disordered wires
greets the eye at the Sixth avenus “L'" statlon on
Tweuty-sighth atreet. Bome Of the broken wircs
trail along the station platforms; others hanging
into the strest below are coiled around the lamp
posts {n the wildest confusion. Heaps of broken
wires of all sizes lie everywhoers along the sirsat.

In front of a building on the east sida of Sixth
avenue, near Thirty-second atrest, hangs a
melancholy wreck of snarled wnd broken wires
%n.}ughug from the cornice down futo the bupement

alow.

The thousands of wires that eross Brosdway
from Tenth to Twanty-third streets aro also more
or less tapgled and broken, and bundreds
of thess are wutterly uesless. They are de-
ciledly distasteful to tho sight and as many
which oross the eleotrie light wires swing down
and almost tonch the strest they are liable to be-
come cxoeedingly dangerous should the electrio
light civcuit be turned on.

HORKES 1N A PANIO,

The elsctrie light poles on Lexington avenue and
1018t strest foll enrly in the morning, carrying
their wires across the roof of the wooden building
used by the Third Avenus Rallroad Company as
& car stablp. It was iate in the afterncon before
the wires were removed, The ceaseless woraping
of the windswept wires on the roof caumed com-
#idlsrables panlo wmong the 250 horses stabled in the
bullding. It was with grest diffieulty that the
frightened animals were prevented from broaking
Ioose and stampeding.

The snlire line of poles on Park avenus from
Fifty-pinth to Seventy-ninth are down, and wires
are evarywhere stretehed about In hopeless con-
fusiou, A similar state of affairs exists on 125th
street from First to Third avenue, on Tenth ave-
nuo from 12ath o 156th street, and also along the
line of Ninth avenue in thas logality.

The pole on the southenst corner of Seventh ava-
pue and 12M5h strest fell agaiost an apartment
haouse, The next pole also wis broken but {8 held
up by the wires. Tue pole In front of No. 144 West
Loth stroet fell hgainst the cornlos and erunhed

The pole on the saouthiwast corner of 193d street
and Lenox avenua foll agninst s bullding and dam-
aged the roof very badly and oracked the ceflings.

Polas are alte down in ¥ourth sireet, botweon
Tenth and Christopher streets, and on' Delsucey,
Varick and all throughouat that seclion of the elty.
On the east side tho same state of affairs exists.

The roof of the rallroad siation at Park avenue
and Eighty-sixth street was smashed in by i fall-
ing telograph pole. The Union Square Hotel, at
Fifteenth sirest and Fonrth avenue,
plate gloss window broken by a
in the morning.

bad o lurgs
falling pole early

AT THE LOWER ENXD,

A bunch of eight telephone wires hung §n s tan-
gled maas from the roof of the Eastern Rotel, on
the Whitehnll street side, and all along I'ront
street e botlaings on both sldes of the straes
wers hung with broken and falling wires. In some
ouses the wires crossed the sireet car tracks,
On nearly evéry stroet down town it was the same
soeno of broken and tangled wires, It was impos-
aiblo to tell how many of the broken wires® wero
dangerous, and pedestrians picked their WY vary
cautionaly.

A number of wirea had broken loose from the
gn]on on Blato street and Bittery place, and at tos

ier A police station I was told that wirea and
poles all plong the river fronis wore broken and
displaged. A lineman employed by the Western
Unlon eald he had not Leard of so wmany breaks at
one time in an experience of fiflean vears.

From tho Dargs Ofice dopeads s taogled collec-

tlon of wires. They are all dead wires, which were
simply torn loosa from the building.
DELAY ON SYHEEY RAILROADS AXD THE *‘L'a.”

Muny surface car lines wers blocked by fallen
poles and wires in differant sectioms of the
city. In many placen, notably at the eorner |
of Thirty-first street and Broadway, lamppoats, !
bearing fire calls and signal boxes, wers broken or
rondered useless by fallenm poles and wiros E

Many tall poles In various quarters were
also reported to be kept in plece meraly
by the supporting wires and threatening |

to fal]l at any moment are a constant menncs to
passera by, In many instances cltizens scoured
these dangerous poles by bracing them with ropes
tied to buildings and “L" road pglhrt

Many dsiays wors oocasioned om the *L"
ronds of both this ¢ity and Brookiyn by
wires falling aoross the f(rscks shead of
approaching trains, Heveral times thesn

mishaps oocurred throughout the early morning in
both clties, necessitating long delays and relays of
truin hands and llnemen to cut and remove the
wires.

HORSES EILLED.

OYE XILLED BY A LIVE WIBF, ANOTHER Fi-

TALLY INJUBED BY A FALLING OROSSTREE.

A number of accldents, attributabls to ths de-
moralized condition of the telegraph wires, hap-
pened yesterday morning.

Two horses wore killed outright, one by coming
in contact with a live wira and anothar was struck
on the head by » pisce of telegraph pole. Im both
instances the drivers narrowly escaped death.

The first recelved a shook which knocked him
down and the other was coversd with splinters
from the shatterad pola.

The first ncoldent happened shorily atier one
o'clock A. M. nt Chambers and Church streets, An
electric light wire erossed ons of the Metropolitan
Telsgraph Company’'s wires and both fell on the
ground, smitting a shower of blus sparks.

Ther fall into a pile of snow on the ear track,
and tha policeman on post failed to notlce tham.

The firet to discover the wires was Edwasrd Cal-
jaban, n car driver of the Eighth avenus line, who
lives at No. Ti8 Eighth avenue. Callahan’s our
loft Vesay street, just opposite the HEraLD ofiice, &
few minuloes after one o'clock. It was Callaban’s
last trip for the night

ENOCKRED TEN FEET.

At Church and Chambers strests ome of the
horses plantad his fron shod hoof upon the sput-
teripg wirea, The force threw the wire around,
and the live end struok tho animal's glda.

The horse reared and blue sparks flew out from
its hind hoofs.

Callahan thought the sparks had been fmade by
tho horse's shoes striking the paving stones. Then
the other horse plunged torward and fell,

Callahun lsaped from the platform of hia car and
ran to the fallen horse., It lay perfectly quiet and
he caught vhe bridle to raisa it

Elsotricity bad charged the animal's body and
Callabsn no soonsr touched it than the fuid
knocked him about ten feet into the snow, The
horse liad been killed by the shook from the wires.

The other horse bad meantime broken loosgs, snd
ftran down to West Broadwuy, whers & policoman
caught it,

The hores was raturned to Callahan, and he and
the policeman drew the cer back from wheroe ths
wira Iay aeross the traok.

The policeman earefolly removed the wires with

‘ his night stick and word was sent around to'the

e?ctriu light company, and thacurrent was shut

off.

Tho body of the dead horse was pulled from tha
lrimhk and was still Jying on the =mow thers last
night,

Another {eam of horses was prooursd and the
car wenton up town.

I naver felt anything Hks that stock,'” sald Cal-
Ishiun, Iatsr, *and 1 never want to feel It hgain.
When 1 triod to reise the horse I thought some-
body bad hit me with a elub, I dldp't remember
anything until [ found myself in the snow."" t

ANOTHER DRIVER SHOUKED,

About an honr after Callahan’s adventure s
slmllar acoident happened at Canal and Gresnwich
strests. Two horses were knocked down by a wire,
but fortunataly were not kilisd.

The driver, Charies Horne, whila sttempting to
rascue the horses, although he was perfectly aware
of the wire's presence, slso raceived sm uncom-
fortabie shock.

He drove a Niuth avenue oar, and while pussing
Canal strest & llve wird, which dangled from a
pole, struck the horse on its baolk.

The horse was thrown against the other horsa
and both were knocked down, They slipped nlong
the track, however, and the wire was carried back
upon the ¢ar top., Horn recsived the shook from
induoction while rafsing the horses.

E. Hartmann, s baker of No. 1,025 avenue A, had
& very narrow escape and {s very thankful that he
dld not,meot the fate of his horse., He {= wall to do
and supplies n number of customers from & wagon.
He had nearly completed his route at ten o'clock
yesterday morning, when he stopped at Park ave-
uus sud Elghty-second street, He drove a large
chestout mare, worth several hundred dollars,

Unwittingly be utogpnd direetly beneath a hugs
telegraph pole, wttached to which were nearly two
hundred wirés. His feet had hardly touched
ground when he heard a erash.

ETRUCE 15Y THE (ROBSTREE,

The heavy snow had broken a crosebeam in hall,
end both parted from the maln pole. Mr, Hirtmann
was too frightensd to move.

One half of the crossbeam appearad to be falling
dirsetly on him, the other alittle to the right. It
did wot, but fell in u stralght lne and atruck “his
horee on the head, Theother portion was shattared
1o pieces on the sidewalk s fow feef from bim.

Policenmnn Murphy, who saw the sccident, ran to
the baker's nssistonoe, but all hs counld do was to
ghool the horss, which haid been fatally {njured.

Mr. Hartmanao returned home much incensed at
the loss of his horss, but very glad that he did not
shars its fute.

WRAPPED IN GLOOM.

TOO DANGEROUS T0 ALLOW THN ELECTRIC COM-

PANIES TO TRY 70 LIGHT TERE BTREETS.

When Buperiutendent Smith, of the Fire Alarm
Telegraph, received full reports from his men of
the domoralized condition of the wires throughout
the city he, nfter consultation with Chiaf Bonner,
wrote Mayor Grant, pointing out that the electrlo
light currents should not be allowed on overhead
wires, becsuse with the wires crossed and down
evorywhers such powerful eurrents would be ex-
tremely barardons to life and property.

The Mayor's reply came down siraightway by
moessengor, addressed to the Acting Superintendent
of Pollce, Chlef Inspoctor Byrnes, directing him to
see that no eleetric light snd power company
turnad on a enrrent of electricity untll the wires
wers declared abeclutely safe by the Board of
Electrio Control experts, Notloes were duly sent
out.

Chief Inspeclor Byrnes sent to each precinet
captain a general order to instruct the patrolmen
to be "axtra vigilant,'" as the strests would be in
darknesa,

DARKNEER ON THE (ITY.

The electric light companies wera in no oondi-
tion 1o sorrow over the Mayor's prehibitory order
last might., Yew eircuits were in working order,
and not one conld be considored ontirely safe.

The city was in consequence lighted by gas
Early in the evening Third avenus, sbove Eighlleth
strest, and 196tk sireet blazed with their sccus-
tomad glory, but at ten o'eclock ihe order was
given to shut down all electric lights and Har-
lom's glory sufferad eolipsed.

Down sown in many of the side atrests tho lamp
lighter had forgotten to light the gas lamps, ‘Fhis
was the case on many strests abutting on lower
Broadway. It being Sunday, no attempt to elear
the sidewalks of the alush had been made. Walk-
ing on these side strests wans perilous work, It
was 50 datk as to render picking one's way an ime
possibility, and o people Just fHonndersd alung
alf the time up to thalr snkies in oy water,

Broadway itself was darksr than darkest Africa.
Policeman kopt their eyes weall open, for ths dark.
ness was meat for the beggars, toughs and foot-
pads,

. GLOOM TP TOWN.

Up town m the brown stone district the gas
lamps shone with a kindlier light, but on tha
thoroughfares like IMifth, Bixth, Fourth and ‘Third
avenuss & depressing gloom reigued, due to the
total absence of the chearful electrio Hght and the
closed shutters of the shops. Above Fifty-ninth
strest on the west Mide the spme conditious ypre-
vailed until you rounded the bly curve of the Bixth
aveuns L' at 110th sireet, when the glittering
lamps of Mount Morris Park Jazzled the eve with
ungtenstomed brilllavey. Harlem waid mightily
hiessad in the evening's early hours, for her prin-
eipal streets wore llghted as nsual.

This was also the case down Third avenus as far
u= Eightioth strest, but after that the region of dark-
ness was agaln enteved.

The BHowery, usually one line of glinting light,
wie as dismal as Cherry Hill ln a rain storm, A
cluster of burning Iamps in front of the People's
Theatre furnished the only spot of brightness in a
desert of hiackness,

Hod it not been for the clear skies and an early
moon the town wonld bave been ns pitohy binck
lnst night ae it was on those never to he forgotten
night immedistely suocoeding tha bliszard.

SILENT DYNAMOS,

Of the sieotrio light ovmipanies the Haast River, in
Erst Twenty-fourth street, Is munch the heaviest
snflerer, aud somo portions of its lines will have
to be entirely rebuilt,

*All of opr lines,’’ said the suporintendant of
construction, ‘are down on nvenus A, Thirtsenth
und Fourtoenth streets, Fourth avanue and, io
fact, elear through to SHixth avenune. We supply
lights petween the East River and Slsth avenue
and from Chatham sguare t0 Eighty-sixth strast,

“ln some places all of our wirea snd poles are
dawn, and some portions of the ling will have to
be entirely rebulit. Howover, the major portion of
our lines onught fo bein operation again in a conple

. it is the same story everywhers,

the currents were on, but then the Mayor's order

to shut down waas recaived and eomplied with. Tha

subway eurrents wers not, however, turned off,
The superintendent of comstruction of the

| United States Electrie Lighl Company, whnse plant

18 in EliFabeth street, uear Prince, told me that his
company bad snTared very lttle Jdamage—nons in
faotl except that eaused by telegraph and telephone
wires and wires of other electric sompanies falling
on ita lines,

“Weo are ready now," ha continued, *to turm on
the currenis so farns 81l our elrenits are coneerned,
but =0 many men are working cu the telephone and
tolegraph wires that are tangled with our lines that
such a proceeding would be very dangsrous. We
will certainly ba able to resume operations by to-
morrow night.”

READT TO LIGHT UPR.

The Manhattan and Harlem Electrie Company—
known as the Manbstian below Hightieth streat
and the Harlem above—bad its plant at the foot aof
Fast Iightisth stroet ln full Blsst jast plght when
it was rudealy atopped by the Mayor's order brought
in by s policeman.

Superintendont of Construction MeEnight told
me that the only damage suffersd by his company
below Eightisth strest had boen at Ssventh avenus
and Forty-sixth strest, where 8 junctiop pols bad

been demaolished by wires of other companies fall-

ing npon it,

All of ths pireumits of the Manhattan wers
running. Many telephone and telegraph wires
bad fallen upon those of the Manhattan in the
oarly hours yasterdsy morning, consing s foar
hours® shutdown, but he had taken u big force of
men and cleaned away all of the obstacles during
the dav,

The policemman who had brought the motice did
not leava untit he had pervonally seen NMr.
Mluji:zight. stop all of the massive machinery of the
plant,

At the Pear] strost plant of the Edison Eleotrio
Light Company I was told that the company bhad
no wires outside of the subways, and that all of
those in the subways wers working because they
did not comes under Inspector Byrnes' order.

GREAT DANGER OF FIRE.

ALL THE BSIGNALS PEACTICALLY USELEES AND
ALARMS ONLY POSYIBLE PY MBESSENGERS,

The city lsy in greater paril by fire last night than
at any time aince the winter of 1831,

With a faw exceptions along the lines of ths slec-
tric subways the engine houses of the I'ire Depart-
ment wera complately cut off from olectric eom-
muniestion with the rest of the city.

Intense anxiety praevailed in the Fire Depart-
ment, and all possible precantions were tagen fo
speed messages of danger. Engines and trucks
wers brought in from outlying houses and con.
centrated in the dozenfr so which wars able par-
tially to receive alarms,

Other honees sont out vadettes, and the system
of patrolling the streotd in which the men are
drilled for emergencies like the prossnt was put ln
operation,

FINE CHIEFS OUT IN THEIB WAGONS,

The fire ochiefs wers out in thelr wagons most of
the day and half the night supervising and per-
focting the necessarily imperfect means of guard-
ing the clty. Aill leaves of absenéa save those for
sickness were revoled, and all ablebodied mam-
bers of thoe department will remain on duty day
and night antll communioation is restored,

In many of the engine houses the teams wara
kopt at the poles of the engines save when the
boraos wero eating, The firomen had their work-
ing clothos on and wors propsced fur instant ser-
vice,

“Our wires are in very bad shape," ssid Chis
Hugh Bonner last evening. ""They couldn't well be
in worege. The blizzard wasn'i & elroumstance.
Almost the only wires which are worlking are in

the conduites along Broadway, Fifth, Madison and
Sixth avenmues. The hounses along thess routos can
be reachied this way, a8 Fire Headquarters, where
the alsrm system centres, oonnects with them by
conduit. But very fow of the engine houses ring at
all, and most of the alarme are usaloss.

WESTERN UNION 0 BLAME.

“The trouble with the wires is caused not po
muech from our own wires baing down as from the
massed ‘of Western Union wires whinh lie upon
them. If the Western Unlon will ssad out largs
gangs of men to olear awny this vasi mass of
wreckige wo may be (n fatrly good teim to-morrow
might.'

n Harlem the branches of the Fire Department
were nll eut off from the talegraph system. Tha
ona plece of luok was that tha storm Jame on Sun-
day. Otherwiae, the police and firemen say, thera
is no telling what might have happened.

“Let mo man off duty until the wires sre all
right,”" sald Superintendent Hull, of the Fire
Patrol, yesterday, as le reined up his weary horse
it: fra‘m: of Patrol House No. 2 in Great Jonus
strest,

“Things are very bad, vory bad indeed.,” he
added. I have besn all over the elly to-day and
The alarms ars
all out off, and engines have absolutely no means
of commnnication ontside of messengers, save in
the comparatively few cases whers telephones are
wotking., Notone of my six wires is working.'"

It is safe to eny that 1t wonld take balf an hour
to enll out the section of apparatus Iummonasd by
& second alarm. As fora general alarm the delay
would be tromendous.

1% CASE OF FIRE.

DBocanss of the dumage to the firealarm talegraph
wires the following ciroular wae seut out to sl po-
lice precincts yesterduy morning By Acting Super-
intendent Byrnea:—

*Ihe recent storm huvinf impaired the fire
nlarm telegraph wirea you will instrnet the officars
on patrol that when u fire ocours, after gending the
alorm in the nsoal maunsy from the fre alarm bhox,
to go at once to the nearest fire company and re-
port the sams and te otherwise resdor any assist-
ance they may be able.'

The poliva line repajrers succasded in. getting
thirteen Of the precinets below Sixty-saventh alreet
in telegraphic commuonication with headquarters
by five o'clock last ovening. The polics wers also
instructed to telegraph ealls for ambulances from
stations on the 'L roads to the Houston street
station of the Third Avenue L' road where
the instructions will be forwarded to Polics Hasd-
quarters and the smbulsness summoned from
there by telephona,

However, teleplionio communieation with the
bospitals hapnily remained unimpaired. The sm-
bulsnee survice was therefore uninterrapted.

FOLICH WIRKS IN TAD SHARE,

I talked with Superintendent Cromley, of the
police telegraph system, regarding the situation
last night. He sald:—

“We bave now wiros working to thirtsen pre-
cinots, but it will take a week or more to get vur
system in good running order. 1 sxpect our wires
will work worse to-morrow than they do now, as
necassarily muny of our lnemen’s repairs must
b temporary and lfable to ve disarranged by other
linemen in clearing up the wreacks about the
siraets,

“The destriclion is greatest in the upper and
mare exposed parts of the city. Down town,
where the poles ware more sheltered, but few fail
and not many Wwires came dowu., [ balisve that
when the wires get to working wa shall hear of
many aecidents.”

All any long and far into the night extra forces
of fire and police telegraph linemen worked like
benvers to clear up the wires.

TRAFFIC BADLY CRIPPLED.

TRAINS, EEPECIALLY INCOMING ONES, DELAYED,
AND ALL MAILS SEVERAL HOURS LATE.

Mailrond trafic between New York and the out-
side world was hadly erippled.

Traine departed as usual on every line leaving
ths elty. In the matter of arrivals, howevar, the
figures on ihe time tables were knocked into a
cucked hat,

This was particularly true of the through South-
srn and Western express and mall frains sod of
the local trains on all lines scheditled to arrive be-
fora nine A, M. .

Latsr in the day the looal traffio service was
greatly improved, but the express tralus never
cama to timae.

TPeople living in the auburbs are to be congratu-
Inted that the storn oconrred on & Sunday.

Along ths Central Rallroad of New Jersey the
servios was particolarly delsyed, Telegraph poles
hind fallen aill slong the hns, delaying traina be-
tween  Phillipsburg and Springtown and from
Ttosell to the Bay Draw—practically stopping trathe
from New York to Haston, Pa.

No Western trains had arrived over the Central
of New Jorsey up to four P. M. The loeals, how:
eveor, ran on scheduls time after nine A, M,

O THE PEXKSVLVANIA

On the Penneyivanion Raillroad 1 was informead
in this city that all trains wero delayed and that
the Westarn and Sonthern expresses ware running
from ome to thess lhours behind sehedule time.
This was denled, howevaor, at Jersey City offioes,
where it wns suld that the greatest delny was not
over an bour and that all locals were running on
selipdule time, Oniy o few poles hag fallen aoross
the tracks, but thess were already remuved by the
trackmen,

Officiala of the Delaware, Lackawauna and West-
ern and New York, Lake Erle and Western vail-
roads announced that all trains wove loaving on
schednle time. Incoming traine, particulariy the
enrly locals on the Erio road, were much delayed.

CENTRAL BADLY CRIPPLED,

Mr. D. B. MeCoy, superintendent of the Hud-
son River diviston of the New York Central
and Hudson River Hailroad, said the damage to the
wired aloug his road bad never boen so enorinous.
In the esvly morping the New York end of the road
was entirely cut off from oatside communication,

of days.'’

Wheu I visited the plant mons of the dynamos
which supply the overtiedd wires were working
For two hours after dark and until eigut o'clock

At nine A. M, o relief train was sent out to repair
the Hoe, At aix P, M. last ovening ene wire was in
working order between the Graud Central Depot
and siong sing. The wire passed slong the cable in

L

Forty-necond street and the fralght tracks to Spuy-
ten Duyvil,

The vard at Mott Haven was' oot off from New
York and all instructions were convered by lstier.

Mr. MeCoy snid al] the local trains due in New
York previons to nine A, M. haa arrlved on fima.
After that hour thers was mueh delay nntll after
noon, when tha wrecked telegroph poles had been
remo¥ved from the tracks.

The greatast delay on the Hu'dson River Railroad
was to the through Western trafus. The Chisago
munil and the St. Louis express warn esch over three
bhours lats, >

Early morning trains from Boston snd miﬁ* -~

from Portchestar over tha New York, New Hawven
and Hartford Rafiroad were all delayed, the locals
bowever, but slightly. The express and mail
;lulnl from Boston woere delayed more than.thres

DUTE.

The Harlem River Ballroad offielsis snnounosd
that all thelr wires were flat. Therp was, howesver,
no detention in the arrival or departure of traine,

MATLE ALL LATE.

All mails wers Iate yesterday, somes of them ssv-
eral hours. The most serious delay :{: tha
hesry northern mall which comes in over Heow
York Central road, Ib is dos at 11:35 A. M., bnt
yoesterday 1t did not arrive untfl four bours anid
twenty-five minutes Inter.

The Philadelphis nnd Washington mall, which
shodld have arrived at five minutes past four
yostarday morning, did not come until thirteen
minutes past five.

Mail over the New York and New England road
in the morning was two hours late, and t which
eamo from Boston and Springfield was one houmr
behind time.

Santhern mails weare from ons to two houre late,
and the Pittaburg mail, dna at twelve minates 1]
oight, was three hours and fifty minutes Mate. [
New York and Pittsburg mail was one hour and a
balf bahind time.

The mall which {s due to srrive from Piltsburg,
over the Pennaylvanin road, at4:1TP. M. had not
arrived at aix P, M., and tha offielals anid that they
did not know when it would arrive. The wirss wers
down to Jerssy City, aud they had no method of
ecommunication with the rallwar people,

The istant snuperintondents who waere in
charge sald that littla dilﬁoult{ was expeoted in the
collentiom of city mail Iast night sand during the
early hours of to-day.

TELEGRAPH TROUBLES,

WIBES IN ALL DIRBCTIONS IO'U"!.' OF WORKING
OUDER-—TELEPHONING ALSO STOPPED,

At the office of tha Western Union Telearaph
Company, Superintendent Humstone was busily
ongaged all day sending ont linemen in all direce
tions to secortaln and repair the damags.

Mr. Howall, ona of the wire chisfs, sald that
eommunication by wire was out off from all direc-
tlons leaaing into this city. He hoped, howsvar,
he sald, to have things in running order by to-
day,

The damage caused to the Western Unlon wirea
and poles by ths storm was, in Mr. Howsll's opin-
ion, groator than they had ever befors experisaced
in sny weather disturbance.

All points south of this city in the direction of
Waskington and Philadelphia wers practically out
off.

On the Weat Shore road the wires are down be-
twean Weshawken and Haverstraw, From here to
Peookskill, on ths Hudson River road, the wires
wera algo in s d lized and lesa condition.

Along the Hurlem road the Western Union mnin
Una between this city and Boston and Albany was
veory badly damaged as fur as Craton Falls, Al
communieation with Albany wis shut off at half-
past thres F. M.

ROUKDATOUT TO BORTON.

To reach Boston n mossage had to pe sont first
to Coney Island, thenee by cable to Newfoundiand,
thance overland to destination.

The wirea of the Postul Telegeaph Company also
guflered groatly by the storm. Relays of men wars
sent out in all diveotions to repair the damags, and
every effort was muade to get things in ruoning
ordar by to-day.

At the offices of both cowpanles messiges wers
reorivad yestprday “‘subject to delay.”"

Tha telegraph companiss report the condition of
things in Newark and Jersey City as deplorable in
(e extreme. In'thoke places the wires which wera
all overhead are down in all directions and tole-
araph ssrvice to or through these points fs practl-
onlly suspended.

Early in tshe avening the Westarn Union sie-
eeadnd in establishing communication with the
Waat by means of ihres lines to Albany, Buffalo
and Chioagyo. The remainder of the country was
entiraly cnt off,

% The Fostal Telegraph Company had no available
nes,

THE "HELLOS" STILLED,

it was n bitter day, too, for the telsphons com-
pany. The wires suftered perhups the hoaviest of
all in Saturday might's storm.

The wires are crossed with othor wires in all sse-
wdons of the elty, _ .

The full extent of the dsmage cannotbe ascer-
tatned until to-day, and it will bo many weeks per-
haps belore uil the dampge cnn be ro 5

e wires annnecting the contral exeb of

the teleplions company down town, wh Bra
mostly underground, wers not damaged by the

storm.
Nearly all of the uplown *“subsoribers’’ of the
comopany. howaver, were aut off. 3

A ‘great day it was for the messenger boys,
Throughout the entirs day these blus ocosted
youngsters wers scurrying about {n all direotions
doing tslograph, telepoone and all sorts of dutles,
combined with thelr own regular work.

TRW VEGSELS REFORTED.

All the wires from New York to Sandy Hook,
Quarantine and Fire Island . wero down yesterday
and it wus impossible to tell how many vesssls wers
waiting ontside. ]

Only four ateamors cams into port. One eailing
veagal ronched Quarantine Isat night, \

With the rising sun the wind went do but it
was succeeded by n thiok fog, which o the
upper bay and reachod far beyond Sandy Hookd 1t
wis utterly impossible for the lookout st Fire
Ialand to see more than fifty fest.

At tsn A. M. n light breeza blew away the fog
bapk aud scon after the sun shone from s olesr

sk¥.
When the wind was at its height fortunatel
most of tho river and harbor t wers u’lfllg

doelked,

The ferrybosts econtinued their regular  trips
throughout Saturday night avd no casuslties waro
reportad on the rivers or bay yentarday. .

La Gascogne, of the Frauch line, dua yestarday,
lLiad not besn reported up to six P, M., nor had the
Avranin, of the Quuard line. '

Vensels from the South caught in the gale wera
probably blown lLack.

The Atlas line steamer Atlas, from Port Limon,
1]: due to-flay; also the Ward liner Orizaba, from

RYRDS.

INCIDENTS OF THE STORM.

FPOLICE BERGEANT CHAPMAN BHOCEED BY A
LIVE WIBE-—A DEAVE FIREMAN.

Among the broken down wires in West Forty-
second strest yoaterday aft on was an slectei
light wive. It was siretched ncrons the ear track sand
constantly emitted sparks, The drivers of the
ears wern afrald to pass over It and a blooksdo of
cara resulted.

Bergeaut George Chapman, of the West Forty.
seventh street polies station, undertook to romove
the wire.

Wrapping his rubber coat around his hand ha
boldly seized it and tried to pull it scross the
truci. At the same moment he felt n shock
in  his wrm, shoulder and Jjoft side. He
was on daty Inst night. His laft arm and side wers
sore. He sald he would not in the future try to
bandie & live wire. It was finally removed by
wen smployed by the electrie light company,

DALLSG AQT OF A FINEMAN.

As the 2:10 morping up traln from Qity Hall on
the Third Avenue *L" road was approsching the
Houston sirees station yealerday morning & *'live™
eloctrio wire of the United States Eleotrio Light
Company, running over the track, broke and fell
upon the ralls in front of the station, emittiug
sparks and acaring the passengers on tho station.

The ticket chappar dirted to the lowar end of the
platform and sncceoded in elgualling the tram so
thit it came tu a stop, bt not until Q:m within
A few feet of the wire, which was hissing flereels,
The tralnwen wers paralyzed with surprise and
knew not what to do. :

At that juncture James A, Cottrell, & fireman at-
tacked to Engino Company No. 12 in Elghty-ifth
sirset, cate upon the station, He was on bis way
home with his wife and shres children from s ball
In the Gerwavis Assembly Rooms. Cottrell took in
the gituntion ut a glanes, and erying out, *“Whu's
RO A Tubber eout?”’ leaped duown on the trask mear
tho wire,

A rubber coat was handed to him, and wrappin
It about his baud be picked up the glowin, pnﬂh’%
and toswed it from the traok over to one mids, wo
that It huug in the sireet in s place of comparative
aafety. Then Cottrell elambered back to the sta-
tion platfirm, was briefly coungratulated by ths
train men, and the train went on.

rhur_;: Larkin, tweuly-ons years old, of No. 317
Wast Tweuty-sixth atreet, fell on a ulippory walk in
front of her resldence yesterday and broke hor loft
ankle. She was taken to Now York Houpital

There was a slight five yesterday morning in the
basemient of (he thres gtory Imc{ bullding at Ne.
M1 PBrosdway, ceenpled by Manws Brothers, bar-
bera. Au electric lght wive, disarranged by thas
Ktoru, set fira to the woodwork.

An awning at Now, 34 and 36 Worth atreet, owned
by H. B, Claflin & Co,, was orusbed mto the street
by the weight of snow. .

Isanc Goldstein, sixty-two years old, of No. 197
Division street, fell from the roof of No, 604 (irand
atreel to an adjoining roof last night while shov-
slling snow and fractured his left arm. Ho was
taken to Gouvernour Hospilal.

HUINED HER BONYET.

Thers in s very pretly voung woman who livss

somewhere (n the nelghtorbood of Third aveuus
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